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Abstract

Background: Addressing the ethical dimensions of urban planning within the context of contemporary
planning theories presents a critical academic and global challenge. This study investigates the
potential convergence or divergence in ethical perspectives between pragmatism and radicalism, where
the former emphasizes compromise, while the latter rejects it. The objective is to provide guidance for
urban planners in navigating ethical challenges.

Method: The research was conducted with a systematic review approach using the guidelines of
PRISMA-Ethics, in which document content analysis based on dialectical logic (deductive-inductive)
is used for ethics review research. The main sources of this method are 41 articles in two areas of
pragmatic and radical ethics in urban planning.

Results: The results of this research show that the relationship between radicalism and pragmatism is
more complicated than complete divergence. In fact, there are possible levels of ethical convergence in
the intermediate spaces of these two approaches. The amount of these levels depends on which theme
of ethical analysis and which radical theory is compared.

Conclusion: The areas of ethical convergence of pragmatism and radicalism in urban planning can be
named self-organization, balance of power, and coherence, in which radicalism proposes the grounds
for rejecting the status quo, and pragmatism transforms the middle distance between the status quo and
radical goals into a range of gradual reforms.
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