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Abstract

Background: In criminal law, criminalization refers to a process in which the legislator,
taking into account the basic norms and values of the society and relying on accepted
theoretical foundations, declares an act or omission to be prohibited and imposes a guarantee
of criminal execution for it. In this article, by examining this process and the necessity of
criminal intervention in issues related to sexual crimes, it will be examined and explained the
theoretical foundations of expediency that lead to the criminalization of sexual crimes and
criminal intervention and the role of moral principles in the necessity or lack of necessity of
criminal intervention.

Conclusion: The analysis presented in this article shows how ethical foundations may be
effective to increase our understanding of public attitudes and social responses to sexual
crimes. Ethical foundations can promote progressive policies based on social protection from
criminalization and protective intervention of sexual crimes through effective communication
with people about appropriate solutions to reduce sexual victimization in society.
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