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Abstract

Background: Fear of negative evaluation (FNE) as a psychological factor can force individuals to
remain silent about the existing moral situation and, as a result, moral self-censorship (MSC). One of
the factors that can reduce the intensity of this relationship is the moral growth mindset (MGM). The
aim of this study is to investigate the relationship between FNE and MSC in accountants with the
moderating role of MGM.

Method: The present study is descriptive-correlational and its population consists of active
accountants in the country. The selected sample consists of 189 people who were selected using
convenience sampling. The study variables were also examined based on standard questionnaires and
adjusted accordingly to the research variables, with the opinion of experts. Also, the time period
studied is 2024-5. Structural equations in Smart PLS software were used to analyze the findings.
Results: The findings showed that there is a positive and significant relationship between FNE and
MSC, and the intensity of this negative relationship is reduced by the presence of the moderating
variable of MGM. Also, a negative and significant relationship was observed between MGM and
MSC.

Conclusion: Based on the findings, a better understanding of the FNE as a barrier to expressing
ethical concerns among accountants can help promote ethical culture by designing effective
interventions. Practical use of the findings by managers and planners can also help create a supportive
organizational culture so that employees raise ethical issues without FNE and play a more active role
in maintaining the integrity of the organization.
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