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Abstract

Background: Accountants face situations in their work environment where they are faced with the
suggestions of destructive managers regarding unethical decision making. Faced with these unethical
suggestions, accountants make different decisions that affect their moral development. The purpose
of this research is the effect of moral development of accountants as an individual characteristic on
accepting or resisting the unethical suggestions of destructive managers with the role of moderating
positive and negative emotional states.

Method: This research was carried out using the descriptive-correlation method and is a type of
applied research. The statistical population of the research included accountants of companies
admitted to the Tehran Stock Exchange in 2021, of which 93 people were selected as a sample using
simple random sampling. The data collection tool was a questionnaire. Research data has been
analyzed using analysis of variance tests and pairwise comparisons in different states of moral
development and emotional states.

Results: The results showed that the moral development and emotional states of accountants have a
significant relationship with their ethical decisions in the face of unethical proposals of destructive
managers. Also, the findings showed that the emotional states of fear, disappointment, happiness and
passion change the size of the relationship between ethical development and ethical decisions of
accountants.

Conclusion: This research shows that the personal characteristics of accountants are important and
only focusing on accounting knowledge and experience in recruitment is not enough and it can be
done by conducting psychological tests when people enter the organization and consider the results of
the test in the selection can make a more appropriate choice and prevent financial scandals in the
future.
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